Date:

The Honorable (Name of Representative)
United States Congress
Washington, DC Office
Address:
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative ________________:

[bookmark: _Hlk73081959]As a constituent residing within your district in the state of _________________ (add State), I urge you to bring to a vote HR 1320: Juneteenth National Independence Day Act. The bill, introduced by Representative Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) in January, 2021, establishes Juneteenth Independence Day as a federal holiday. The bill unanimously passed the vote in the U.S. Senate on June 15, 2021.

The Emancipation Proclamation, which freed enslaved people in Confederate states, was issued by President Abraham Lincoln in January 1863. However, the news did not reach some states, primary Texas, until nearly two and a half years later. On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas and informed Black people there that they had been freed. 

The passage of the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act would make June 19th an official, annual, federal holiday, closing federal buildings and public schools. Most often many private employers follow suit. The passage of this legislation in all 50 states would, in essence, commemorate the date that all Americans received their independence. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]With an affirmative vote by Congress, the bill could become law this year. This would be a long overdue recognition and honoring of the contributions of Black people to America. Again, I urge you to bring this legislation to a vote. 

Thank you for our consideration, and please contact me if you would like to discuss this issue further. 

Sincerely,


Your Name
Your Title
Your Address
Your City, State, Zip
Your email Address
